REMEMBERING THE 110 YEARS OF RAILWAY TRANSPORT FACILITY IN KAVUTARAM
1907 - 2018




BEGINNING OF MECHANIZATION OF TRANSPORT IN SOUTH INDIA

From the beginning of the founding of Madras to about 1850's, transport in Madras was quite
un-mechanized. Dalhousie played a crucial role in connecting the Presidency cities on military,
commercial and political conditions. He wrote extensively on the subject of railways.

THE MADRAS RAILWAY COMPANY

On 8th July 1845, the Madras Railway Company was formed in London. Their objective was the
construction of a railway line from Madras to the commercial town called Wallajahriagar and
Arcot, a military station. The new Madras Railway Company came into existence.

In 1849 the Madras Railway Company was granted on par with the East Indian and Great Indian
Peninsula Railway Companies. Madras Railway Company was established by the Deed of
Settlement of 26th July 1852 for construction purpose. By the first contract, the construction
of railway line commenced from Madras. In June 1853 Sir Henry Pottinger, the Governor of
Madras cut the first knot to get moving the construction of Madras Railway and with it the
mechanization of transport in south India really began.

The most important line from Vijayawada to Guntakal connected the deltas of Krishna and
Godavari through Bellary to Bombay Frontier. It proceeded southwards through
Dharmavaram.

MADRAS AND SOUTHERN MAHRATTA RAILWAY

This was a combination of two erstwhile companies, the Madras Railway and Southern
Mahratta Railway. It served all important places to the north of Madras presidency. The
Southern Mahratta had absorbed the whole of Madras Railway in January 1908. The Madras
Railway ceased to exist as a separate entity.

MUSICAL LINK TO MASULA RAIL LINE

Visionaries and freedom fighters were engaged in execution of the plans during the India’s
freedom struggle in the 1900s, tagging no immediate need for improving connectivity between
Machilipatnam and other key destinations.

But, G. Kotaiah Devara’s violin concert on a night in 1903 made it a ‘Red Letter Day’ in
Machilipatnam’s history of evolution of transportation facilities. Masula got the railway track
facility.

Violinist of the Hindustani School, the great Karnatic musician, Garikapati Kotaiah Devara
(1861-1924) who was appointed a court musician by the Nizam, belonging to English Colony,



had stolen the hearts of British Governor of Madras Oliver Villiers Russel, 2nd Baron Ampthill
and his Lady Margaret Russel, Baroness Ampthill with his solo violin concert during the couple’s
official visit to Machilipatnam in 1903.

Mesmerized by the grand welcome and musical treat, Baron Ampthill asked Kotaiah to choose
a gift and granted Bezawada-Bandar railway line in response to the appeal from the violinist.
Barely four years after the British officials had granted the railway line, Meter gauge train track
was laid from Bezwada to Machilipatnam in 1907. First train arrived from Masula to Bezwada

on 14-02-1908 and services between Machilipatnam and other major destinations began.

There were 13 pairs of trains that used to ply from the beginning on any given day throughout
the year, connecting the town to the key locations in South India. A pair of trains, then known
as Train Car with two bogies, was run between Vijayawada and Machilipatnam since early
1960s.

As many as 12 pairs of trains are being operated from Machilipatham today, connecting
Vijayawada, with Visakhapatnam, Tirupati and Yashwantpur apart from surrounding
destinations through daily passenger trains.

.
DAWN OF RAILWAY IN THE SOUTH




Arthur Oliver Villiers Russell, 2nd Baron Ampthill GCSI GCIE JP DL (19 February 1869 — 7 July
1935) was a British peer, rower and administrator who served as the Governor of Madras from
October 1900 to February 1906 and acted as the Viceroy of India from April to December 1904.

Margaret Russell, Baroness Ampthill, (8 October 1874 — 12 December 1957) was wife of Arthur
Oliver Villiers Russell. She was a Lady of the Bedchamber to Queen Mary, and in 1918 was made
a Dame Grand Cross of the Order of the British Empire and a Dame Grand Cross of the Royal
Victorian Order in 1946. She was also a Dame of Grace of the Venerable Order of Saint John of

Jerusalem.
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Cattamanchi Kolanda Reddy contributed greatly to the enrichment of the life of Kavutaram in
the early 20t™"century.

BOY BORN IN TRAIN AT KAVUTARAM

Sri. Ravvavarapu Syamasundara Rao, a native of Oleru was born while her mother was traveling
in a train from Oleru to her maternal place, Kavutaram. Before reaching the destination of
Kavutaram old railway station, she got pains. The train was stopped in the outskirts of
Kavutaram village and the medical staff of railways completes the maternity delivery process.
The train continued its journey after a delay because of the delivery. This news was published
in daily newspaper and only after seeing this news; his paternal family members at Oleru
village came to know about his birth and rushed to Kavutaram village. (As informed by Sri.
Ravvavarapu Syamasundara Rao,R/O: Oleru, Bhattiprolu Mandal, Guntur District — 08648
216952)
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Present Kavutaram Railway Station Pictures




Trains passing KAVUTARAM (KVM) Station:

NUMBER SOURCE

NAME DESTINATION RUNS ON
MTM EXP 17249 | MACHILIPATNAM SECUNDERABAD JN | ALL DAYS
MACHILIPATNAM EXP 17250 | SECUNDERABAD JN | MACHILIPATNAM ALL DAYS
TPTY-MTM NS EXP 17401 | TIRUPATI MACHILIPATNAM ALL DAYS
NS MTM-TPTY EXP 17402 | MACHILIPATNAM TIRUPATI ALL DAYS
MTM EXP 12749 | MACHILIPATNAM SECUNDERABAD JN | ALL DAYS
MTM-VSKP PASS 57229 | MACHILIPATNAM VISAKHAPATNAM ALL DAYS
MACHILIPATNAM EXP 12750 | SECUNDERABAD JN | MACHILIPATNAM ALL DAYS
VSKP-MTM PASS 57230 | VISAKHAPATNAM MACHILIPATNAM ALL DAYS




EVOLUTION OF OWNERSHIP OF SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

THE MADRAS RAILWAY
COMPANY
FORMED: 08-07-1845
ESTD: 26-07-1852

THE SOUTHERN MAHRATTA
RAILWAY
ESTD: 1881

CERTIFICATE oF SHARE,
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THE SOUTHERN MAHRATTA
RAILWAY HAD PURCHASED
WHOLE OF MADRAS RAILWAY

THE MADRAS AND SOUTH
MAHRATTA RAILWAY (MSM)
01-01-1908

MANAGEMENT OF MSM
RAILWAY TAKENOVER
DIRECTLY BY GOVT. OF INDIA

01-04-1944

MERGER OF MSM
RAILWAY+SOUTH INDIAN
RAILWAY+MYSORE STATE

RAILWAY

(14-04-1951)

SOUTHERN RAILWAY
(ONE OF 16 ZONES OF INDIAN
RAILWAYS

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

INDIAN RAILWAYS




Pictures of Kavutaram First Railway Station —'Kavutaram Gate’
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